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Six Rocky Mountain Canoe Club members took a 7 day canoe adventure on one of Canada’s 

premier canoe trails in the Bowron Lake Provincial Park. The Bowron Lake circuit is a rectangle 

shaped 72 mile trail wandering through a series of lakes and waterways where paddlers can start 

and end at the same place without ever having to backtrack. This wilderness canoe circuit takes 

from 6-10 days although people can choose to do a 2-4 day trip on the west side. We planned for 

8 days but came out a day earlier than expected. This is a very popular trip and we had to make 

reservations starting in October the year prior to our trip.  

 

 



There are 11 portages totaling 6 miles but unlike the Quetico Provincial Park/Boundary Waters 

Wilderness Area, Bowron Lakes Park allows the use of canoes carts that can carry one canoe and 

a limited amount of gear. Canoes and carts can be rented near the put-in located on the 

Northwest corner of the circuit. During portages only 60 pounds was allowed in the canoe to 

help keep the trails from becoming too rutted, the rest of the gear was carried in packs on our 

backs. 

 

 

Notice the size of those canoe cart wheels! Those big wheels were greatly appreciated on the 

trails between the lakes where huge ruts, tree roots, and rocks of all sizes would have 

overwhelmed a normal sized canoe cart.  



 

The most spectacular portion of the circuit was the southern end where snowcapped mountains 

towered above the lakes.  

 

There were several warming huts in campsites along the way. Visitors are encouraged to whittle 

a wooden paddle and hang it on the side of one of the warming shelters. Four of us tried our hand 

at the fine art of whittling with only a little bit of blood loss. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Our traveling companions included the musically gifted Doug Hurcomb, Janet Marks and Karen 

Amundson. Mat Bozek, our trip leader and fire guru, was able to start and maintain a fire using 

water soaked wood. The park identified several places along the route where we could stop and 

pick up precut logs of wood that Mat split into usable pieces.  



We were fortunate to see a moose and calf near the end of the trip.  

 

 

Spectacular sunrises and sunsets were made even more dramatic because of the smoke from the 

many wildfires burning south of the park. 



 

It was at Sandy Lake campsite on our 5
th

 day where we noticed an odd yellow tint to the light 

surrounding us. British Columbia had declared a state of emergency because it was experiencing 

so many wildfires. Fires south of us were one reason for the odd color of light. We also found 

out that evening that lighting had struck the mountains behind us and had started a wildfire that 

the park rangers began monitoring. The next day we were told to evacuate the park as quickly as 

possible but it was too far to paddle out so that evening we shared a camp with the remaining 

groups of people left on this side of the circuit. One of the families we met there described a 

harrowing experience where they had to canoe through a tunnel of smoke and fire because the 

fire had jumped to both sides of the lake. Thankfully they managed to paddle out of the fire zone 

without getting hurt. All of us made it out the next day. British Columbia was experiencing a 

brutal wildfire year in 2017 where hundreds of fires were burning throughout the province. Since 

firefighting resources were severely stretched trying to save towns, the Bowron wildfire was 



allowed to burn out naturally and Bowron Lakes Provincial Park was closed for the remainder of 

the summer. We felt very fortunate to have had the opportunity to complete the circuit before the 

park was closed.  

 

Our “we survived” group photo: 

(from left to right) Kit Williams, 

Henry Williams, Mat Bozek,  

Doug Hurcomb, Janet Marks and 

Karen Amundson. 

 

The drive to Bowron Lakes is about 1,600 miles from Denver and Google says it is a 27 hour trip 

one way. I suggest doing what we did and turning this arduous drive into a trip of a lifetime by 

spending quality time in Canada’s gorgeous Banff and Jasper National Parks while going there 

and hitting up Waterton, Glacier and Yellowstone National Parks on the way back.  

 

 

 


