Rendezvous 2020 Report

Come hell (Covid-197?) or high water (not so much), we few had a great time at Rendezvous this
year. Twelve RMCCers (Karen Amundsen, Ron Bockhaus, Becky Bowers and Ken Hilt, Mat
Bozek, Craig and Nita Flora, Lin Hark, Michael Johnson, Kathryn Mutz, Chet Pauls, and James
Sullivan) and a delightful guest from Virginia (Theresa Bishop) spread out over the two Radium
group sites and three additional individual campsites. We enjoyed beautiful weather including
a brief and lovely shower on Saturday night — AFTER dinner and without wind. Amazing!

In the spirit of the covid season, we dispensed with most of our usual group social gatherings —
circus tent installation and removal, potluck Saturday dinner, and Sunday pancake breakfast.
Reportedly, Karen’s salmon dinner on Saturday and the Flora’s Sunday breakfast would have
easily won the cooking awards for the event. Both Friday and Saturday evenings, we enjoyed
small group gatherings, a serenade from the ridge top (Montana Mike), and widely spaced gab
sessions around the campfire. The weather was relatively warm, so no fire huddling was
necessary! Campers, shuttlers and boaters recognized the need for social distancing and we
managed pretty well
with masks and open
cars during shuttles.

The water level was a
bit lower than usual
1050 - 1150 at
Kremmling, but
provided some great
runs. Mat, Becky and
Ken arrived early to
canoe both Thursday
and Friday. On
Saturday, Mat and
Karen led the Class |
Two Bridges to
Catamount and Ken
and Becky led Chet [, . ;
and Kathryn on the e P G : ; :
maiden voyage of their new dory from Rancho del Rio to Two Bridges. Sunday Mat led a group
from State Bridge to Two Bridges and the rest boated from the Radium camp to State Bridge.
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The Radium to State Bridge group stopped at the dinosaur tracks area just across river from
Rancho del Rio — a nice shortish side hike if you are on that part of the river.




Wildlife of the weekend included the
usual ravens and ground squirrels in
camp as well as a camp coyote, a
raucous coyote chorus, bighorn on
the way to camp, a bald eagle
successfully fishing the river, a very
cooperative butterfly, and close, but
uncooperative hummers. Other
boaters/tubers — of which there were
close to a zillion — also reported a
bear in one of the dispersed camps
east of Radium.

Thanks much to the run leaders
(above), firewood suppliers (Mat and
Karen), and all us social distancers.
We carried on the Rendezvous
tradition this year, but hope to return
to a more normal party in 2021. Stay
safe and enjoy the water!
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