August 1-4 2025 RMCC Rendezvous

Once again the RMCC had another fabulous Rendezvous at Radium CO. This year we had 46
participates. 40 RMCC members and 6 guests, some from Poudre Paddlers. A few folks arrived
Thursday afternoon in order to do some Friday morning boating and/or take Jeff Oxenford’s
technique paddling class, most others arrived Friday afternoon with a few on Saturday.
Although “canoe” is in our club name, as always, folks brought a much wider range of boats
from canoes, kayaks, duckies, packrafts and a dory. Anything that gets you on the water to have

fun is welcome.

May Kendzior did a great job doing ‘check-in’ and getting waivers signed & event fees paid if
needed. Although there are some ‘lessons learned’ to simplify it even more next year.




Once we had at least 10 willing bodies AND a violent thunderstorm had passed, under the
direction of Doug Hurcomb our large event tent was erected late Friday afternoon. Just in time
to socialize under when the next rain squall moved upon us. But given the abundance of
appetizers, snacks, and drinks, along with socializing, everyone enjoyed the evening despite the
rain.
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The white board was then brought out and Saturday’s boating options began to appear.
Although for early summer the water flow was rather low and well below the historical average,
during the Rendezvous weekend it had risen to 1200-1300 cps, near historical average, and
perfect for boating. Following Saturday morning breakfast, folks gathered around 9am to head
out for the day’s boating that included Pumphouse to Radium (class 2+), Yarmony to State
Bridge (class 2+), Yarmony to Two Bridges (class 2+), and Two Bridges to Catamount (class 1).



A few non-boaters stayed at camp, which was greatly appreciated as high winds did come up so
folks scrambled restaking the tent as needed.

As folks arrived back in the afternoon, more and more musical instruments began appearing
until there was a large impromptu musical gig for all of us to enjoy. What a nice unplanned

treat!




As always, a fabulous informal potluck and ‘good natured’ cooking competition took place
Saturday evening. Oh my, what a variety of outstanding dishes folks prepared and everyone
enjoyed.

With tummies full, Kathryn provided some club news, particularly to remind everyone that this
is our club’s 50t anniversary with a special celebration planned at our annual meeting in
November. She also solicited folk’s help with any stories or interesting items that can be used at
this celebration. Then to most everyone’s surprise, but complete understanding, Kathryn
announced this will be her last Rendezvous as club President as she is stepping down from that
position. Something she’s been trying to do for several years and is confident the club remains
in excellent hands with a very capable board of directors that takes care of the club’s
operations. Everyone greatly appreciates the outstanding leadership she provided during her
eight years as our Club President.

Regarding the cooking competition, there were four categories this year: Dutch-Oven main dish,
non-Dutch-Oven main dish, Appetizer/Side dish, and Desserts. After careful consideration,
diners voted and ballots were tallied. For this year, the Dutch-Oven main dish was won by Craig
Flora for his “Estonian Fish Pie”, but competition wasn’t too stiff in this category as his was the
only entry! But I think folks agreed this was a delicious dish regardless. Overcoming fierce and
delicious competition, May Kendzior won the non-Dutch-Oven category with her outstanding
“Afelia”, a Greek pork/rice dish. With nine entries, Cristina Geck pulled off a win for the
appetizer/side dish category with her delicious “Flatbread Tapenade”. To satisfy everyone’s
sweet tooth, Charmaine Nicholson won the dessert category with her wonderful apple pie.
Winners received custom RMCC coffee cups filled with candy and topped off with an Einstein
Bros gift card. Best of luck to everyone for next year. And special thanks to those volunteers
helping with the pot luck, setting and manning the hand-wash station and dish washing station
in order to keep us reasonably sanitary under the camp field conditions. Well done. The
evening concluded with socializing around a nice camp fire that other volunteers manned.









Sunday morning began with the ever popular Club provided breakfast. Although traditionally
this has been pancakes, this year we mixed it up with French Toast as well as pancakes.
Considering how many French Toast were consumed, this seemed to have been well received.

And as always, folks provided a wide range of wonderful toppings.

Well fortified with breakfast, folks then began signing up for the day’s runs. But before heading
out on the river, the event tent came down and was stowed away until next year. Sunday’s
river runs were Pump House to State Bridge, Rancho/Yarmony to State Bridge, State Bridge to
Two Bridges, and Two Bridges to Catamount. Afterwards about half of folks headed home with
the rest staying over Sunday night and a few might have stayed until Tuesday.

For those that stayed over Sunday, there was a nice impromtu gathering at Debbie Hein’s
campsite that included a birthday celebration for Hugh Young with delicious German Orange
cake to share, and a candle of course.
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Overall, this was another highly successful Rendezvous and no small part due to the many
volunteers that enthusiastically stepped up to take care of the many tasks required. I'm already
starting to look forward to next year’s Rendezvous, hope you are too.
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Craig & Nita

Below are some boating photos that folks forwarded on to me.


















