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The Voyugeur’l‘; Campaniﬂn

is 4 periodic publication of the Rocky
Mountain Canoe Club. It is primarily
the venue for the RMCC to post trip
schedules, classified ads, and related
material, enabling members to share
and enhance their canoeing interests.
Members are invited to contribute arti-
cles on canoe trips as well as informa-
tive articles on subjects such as:
Paddling techniques, Equipment,
Rigging the canoe, Environmental
issues, River safety, Camping tech-
niques, Canoe history.

Submitting Articles: = Editorial
material for The Voyageur's
Companion should be sent to: Lyndon
Berry, Editor, The Voyageur's
Companion, | |Buena

Vista CO, 81211

Early Summer Newsletter
Scheduled Trips

Seems that not much is going on this year!! However, there are many RMCC
canoeists out there paddling Colorado’s rivers in spite of the very low water lev-
els. People are keeping in touch via ¢-mail and by phone.

However, the published Trip Schedule should still be a great way to make pad-
dling plans, especially for weeks in advance.

Lets make the RMCC shine as a resource for using our wonderful rivers. Call
Ken Bauer, or use the web-site and schedule a trip.

At the present time....

July 20-21 Summer River Rendezvous
Karen & Greg Jankowski class I-111
Colorado River at Radium. The big summer party/dutch oven cookoff and
fun day trips! Prizes for dutch oven delicacies. Pancakes for breakfast.

August 31- September 2 Green River
Karen & Greg Jankowski class [I/-IIT
Flaming Gorge, End of Summer Rendevous. Kids OK. Cold water gear rec-

ommended. Boom boxes required.
Sept. 28 8 Platte River  River Clean Up

"Fishback Landing," Eust south of the Denver REI

Jim Hollaway
Meet at 7:30 am. Bring boat, of course, and waders or rubber boots and
gloves. Free lunch. Prizes. Keep the tradition alive - help clean up your local
Tver.

Thanksgiving Rio Grande River
Greg and Karen Jankowski
More later, but this is always a great time to go South.




FIBArk Downriver Race
Weekend of June 15 - 16

By Karen Amundson

The Fibark races were inundated by canoes this year, as 10
current/former RMCC members joined the competition. Of
these, 80% were medal winners!! Lyn Berry and Jeanne
Younghaus coordinated the Fibark Downriver Races and
also managed to take a Ist place as well. The Expert OC1
race was 26 miles, while the Intermediate OCl and OC2
competitors
went 10 miles.
All started just
above the
kavakers surf
hole in down-
town  Salida.
Here are the
final results of
the races we

entered:

The women's
r & B ®
{Intermediate
OC1) was neck
and neck for a
couple of miles.
Then Karen
managed to impale a gunwale sliver under her pinky finger-
nail and give blood to the niver. Laurel was smart enough to
get ahead of Mary before the long Bear Creek Rapid. Mary
and Karen made the mistake of battling for position here
when frequently the line was only wide enough for 1 canoe.
This continued until Karen took in a wave and was forced
to shore to dump water. It was a mistake that she could not
recover from.

Meanwhile, Mary and Laurel raced ahead vigorously almost
without drinking any water. It caught up with Mary, who
had to stop twice to massage out her leg cramps. Laurel
complained of her allergies and the effect of her drugs
(should she be disqualified?), but wouldn't stop for any-
thing except a kayaker who eddied out in front of her and
was almost T-boned. Karen and Mary have agreed to hide
rocks in the bottom of Laurel’s boat if she ever enters a race
healthy. Jim and Janis Holloway kept the time and gave
encouragement at the finish line. He was especially frus-
trated at those who either stopped to massage cramps or do
circles in the power eddy just 10 fieet short of the ribbon.
Whose cruel idea was it to put the finish line there anyway?
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The Intermediate OC2 was led by Lyn and Jeanne, who had
the advantage of years of tandem experience and practicing
on the actual course just days ahead of the race. Jeanne
probably lost 5 pounds of sweat as she was dressed for a
polar ice storm. Eric and Tracey were paddling together for
their 3rd time, and ¢xperiencing some internal disagree-
ments. They killed 2 birds with 1 stone — cooled off and
decided which position was in charge of steering the cance
— by having an intra-canoe water fight. Very creative. Since
Tracey's background is kayaking, we can only assume that
they will be very tough competitors after they get more tan-
dem experience. :

Bill, Sammer and
Gregg used a dif-
ferent approach,
sticking right
together to the fin-
ish line. It is inter-
esting to note that
they kept up essen-
tially the same
pace as the women
— only for 26 miles
instead of 10. This
even included a
few group stops.
Now Bill had led
the pace the entire
way, S0 Sammer
knew he needed to
do something as they approached the finish. He made his
move while in Bill's blind spot and almost pulled it off. At
the last moment, Bill gasped at Sammer closing in and pad-
dled furiously to cross the finish line just a nose ahead.

At the awards ceremony, 16 gowned women (the FIBArk
Hostesses) were given flowers and awards and promises of
kayak lessons. Then the kayak rodeoers were given moncy
— %1000 to first place. The announcers accidentally gave
Bill Rivers $50. then soon took it back. The OC1 women
paraded around with the medals, and impressed everyone in
the local ice cream shoppe.

A good time was had by all, despite the low water level —
about 440 ¢fs. Nobody flipped; the forest fire smoke blew
the other way, and though we were all wiped out, we had
fun and good stories to tell. This needs to be an annual
event. With the camping at Rick Fox and Lyn/Jeanne’s
houses on the Ark in Buena Vista and the lively potluck’s
and Fibark entertainment, it is not to be missed.

RMCC Summer 2002
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Classifieds...

WETSUITS

Unisex Kailua Long John Neoprene wet-
suit, size 8 (for ~100#, 5'2-5'4),

almost new $63

Unisex Neoprene "shortie" (for ~ 1004),
almost new $50.. (both suitable for teen
or child)

DULUTH PACKS

For canoe camping, all stress areas are

reinforced, straps attached with copper
rivets, no tumplines. Good to excellent
condition

Heavy Duty Duluth #3 - 18 ou. olive

Contact Bob Shannon
(for each of above)

Mohawk Probe 12, green, fully outfitted.
Fine novice/intermediate whitewater boat,
responsive and forgiving. $430

{Note: this is not the newer Probe 12 11,
which is 6" shorter and 2" narrower, sac-
rificing some stability for performance).

Douglas or Helen l{reb:man:n,l I

For Sale: Tandem whitewater canoe,
fiberglass construction, 15

Whitewater canoe C-1, fiberglass, 14°.
Jim | |

For Sale: Yakima Rack. [ ]

For Sale: Aire Leopard Catarafi.
Call: Dave Zader, | ]

For Sale; Thigh straps.
Jim, | |

drab canvas 26Hx28W (4970 cu in.) with
dbl bottoms, sturdy leather shoulder
straps, 1" wide leather front flap straps,
£75 ea.

Duluth #3 - 15 ou. olive drab canvas
26HX28W (4970 cu in), same leather
shoulder straps as Heavy Duty #3, 3/4"
wide leather front flap straps, internal
map pocket, 5635 ca.

information...

Duluth #2 - 15 ou. olive drab canvas
24Hx24W (3320 cu. in.), same leather

More Classified Ads are listed at the
RMCC WebSite, Go there, for further

For Sale: Dagger Phantom, lots of outfit-

ting. Bob Cook[______ ]

Wanted: Youth wet suit & helmet.

PhilLylel ]

For Sale: Drysuit, German made
Doug -| |

For Sale: Portable Potty. Flush type.

Chris Edwards[__—]

For Sale: 18-1/2 Fr kevlar Expedition

shoulder straps as Heavy Duty, 1" leather |

For Sale: Phoenix Fiberglass kayak. Canoe. John ml:l
| ;

front flap straps, internal map pocket, $60

CONSERVATION NOTES

From Jim Hollaway
River Clean-Up

The S. Platte River Clean-up, initiated years ago by the
BRMCC, and now spearheaded by the Greenway
Foundation, will take place on Saturday, Scptember 28,
2002. The event has a new name: NIMBY fest South Platte
River Sweep. Whew! 1 thought S.PLATTER fest would do,
but.... Anyway, mark your calendars now!

Details of the how the day will unfold are still being dis-
cussed, but at this time, it looks like we'll meet around 7:30
a.m., at Fishback Landing, between the Denver REI
Flagship Store and Ocean Journey, to sign waivers, grab
some trash bags, and divide into small flotillas to tackle var-
ious sections of the river. River maps will be provided.
Bring gloves and waders or rubber boots. We'll report back
to Fishback for a free lunch and some "door" prizes. Free
parking (get a voucher for same at Fishback when you sign

RMCC Summer 2002

in) will be at the north end of Ocean Journey's big parking
lot, and some should be available at REI

Blue Sky Natural Beverages

In the latest issue of American Rivers' Newsletter, one will
find a short pitch entitled "Save Tabs to Save Rivers." It
seems that Blue Sky Natural Beverages will donate 5.10 to
American Rivers for every blue tab from a Blue Sky bever-
age sent to them by consumers. Participating retailers
include Whole Foods Markets and Wild Oats Markets --
they have agreed to provide signage and bins for consumers
to turn in tabs. If you want, you can send in your tabs as an
individual -- the one who sends in the most wins a kayak.
To find other places where you can buy Blue Sky sodas or
to learn more about the promotion, wvisit
www.AmericanRivers.org

NOTE: Blue Sky is available at King Soopers.

Page 3



All your boating gear in one place
At the best price!

Online or in our new location!

Everything you need, we have it all! = 4 ]
If we do not have the best price for you, :
we will match our competitors price.

BOULDER CEN}

Visit us at: 2707 Spruce St
: : . One block North of Pearl St.
Visit our website www.boc123.com for: s Lo byl
« Current water levels » Stop theft! (303) 444-8420
« Buy + Sell used gear Visit our stolen boat page ~ 800-364-9376 or 800-Do-Hydro
« Online store with sale items - Post/read our boaters Fax: (303) 444-8001
message board. E-Mail: surf@boc123.com

Sweepstakes! Free gear every two weeks!

No purchase necessary. Enter every two weeks for a new drawing! You can enter our drawing on our
web site or by coming into our store.

If you receive this
Your DUES are likely
paid' Thank Yq‘,“:"t #4 DEWVER CD P <

Newsletter of the Rocky Mountain Canoe Club, an American Canoe Association Paddle America partner.

ii The Voyageur’s Companion
C/O Editor

Buena Vista Colorado 81211-1846
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